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Resumo

Este estudo busca identificar os impactos da secularizacao e as condicoes de
crenca entre os jovens universitarios da PUC Minas Betim. A hip6tese que orienta o
estudo afirma que a experiéncia religiosa ou do transcendente entre os jovens
pesquisados constitui-se uma espécie de religido minima. Assim sendo, a
experiéncia religiosa e do transcendente desses jovens nao estaria vinculada
necessariamente a uma religido ou doutrina, mas a caminhos ou propostas de
busca espiritual que tem na intuicdo pessoal um fundamento confidvel. Os
procedimentos metodoldgicos utilizados possibilitaram o levantamento de dados
tanto quantitativos quanto qualitativos acerca da experiéncia religiosa, de Deus e
de sentido desses jovens. Os dados coletados apontam para uma tendéncia, entre
esses jovens, de relativizacdo da experiéncia religiosa institucional e de
ressignificacio da mesma mediante a representacao de um Deus entendido como
proximo. Construida a partir do horizonte de sentido desses jovens, essa
representacao tem na interioridade o locus privilegiado do encontro com Deus e da
experiéncia do mesmo. Convencidos de que a vida possui um sentido, a busca por

seu significado constitui-se em disposicao para o encontro com o transcendente:
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sentido absoluto da existéncia. Essa disposicdo, anterior a qualquer experiéncia
religiosa institucional, constitui-se um senso religioso, facultando o
desenvolvimento de uma forma minima de experiéncia religiosa. Assim sendo, por
nao ser um comportamento compartilhado por todos os jovens que participaram da
pesquisa, mas uma tendéncia entre eles, a hipotese de trabalho foi parcialmente

confirmada.
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Abstract

This study aims at identifying the impacts of the secularization process as
well as the belief conditions among young university students of PUC Minas, at the
campus of Betim. The main hypothesis that guides this research states that
religious experience, i.e. the experience of the transcendence of these young people
constitutes a minimal religion. Therefore, this religious or transcendence
experience of these young people would not be necessarily tied to a certain kind of
religion or doctrine, but would probably be linked to ways or proposals of spiritual
quest which has on personal intuition its reliable foundation. The method used in
this research enabled quantitative and qualitative data collection on religious
experience, the experience of God and the meaning of life for these young people.
The data of the survey reveal the tendency among young people to relativize and
reframe the institutional religious experience through the representation of a God
seen as very close to humans. Such representation, Woven from the horizon of
meaning of those young people, focus on the concept of interiority as the privileged
locus of the encounter and of the experience of God. Once that has been
understood life has a meaning, the search for meaning is on hand to meet the

transcendence: the absolute sense of existence. That inner disposition, which is
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prior to any institutional religious experience, constitutes a religious sense,
providing the development of a minimal form of religious experience. Therefore, as
such inner attitude is not a behavior shared by all those young people who
participated in the survey, but only a trend among them, the hypothesis was

partially confirmed.
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