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Resumo

Este trabalho teve como objetivo abordar o espiritismo enquanto movimento
que, partindo de uma sistematizacao feita na Franca, modifica-se e se adapta,
adquirindo contornos especificos quando desembarca em terras brasileiras. Nesse
sentido, a pesquisa cunhou o termo “espiritismo tropicalizado e cristianizado”
visando a aclarar as articulacoes entre a doutrina francesa e as tradicoes populares
de tratamento e cura espiritual, com énfase na terapéutica religiosa. As primeiras
noticias que se teve do desembarque e que o espiritismo pretendia consolidar-se
como ciéncia, filosofia e religido, formando assim uma alianca capaz de
transcender um mundo materialista. Nessa alianca, a Filosofia teria um lugar
demarcado de mediacao pelo fato de ser uma area do conhecimento que busca o
entendimento da vida e da existéncia numa abrangéncia universal. A pesquisa se
debrucou numa investigagao sobre a tropicalizacdo e cristianizac¢do do espiritismo e
em especial percorreu o cotidiano de dois centros espiritas localizados na cidade
mineira de Santa Luzia para colher depoimentos de sujeitos adoecidos que se

submeteram a um tratamento espiritual pensado como uma metonimia de
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terapéutica religiosa. A técnica escolhida foi a de depoimentos, historia oral e
entrevistas. E se encaminhou no sentido de essencialmente provocar no leitor a

possibilidade de agrupar significados e conceitos durante a leitura do texto.
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Abstract

The scope of this work was to approach Spiritism/Spiritualism as a doctrine
that departing from an European model changes and adapts itself embodying thus
specificities when it is brought to Brazil. Following this line of thought, research
coined the expression “Christianized and tropicalized Spiritism” aiming at making
it clear the articulations between the European doctrine and the folk treatment and
spiritual healing traditions focusing on religious therapeutics. The first information
about Spiritism was that it intended to consolidate itself as a science, a philosophy
and a religion forming thus an alliance able to transcend the materialist world. In
this alliance Philosophy would play a mediating role because it belongs to an area
of knowledge that seeks life understanding under a universal perspective. Research
investigated Spiritism tropicalization and Christianization by specifically
researching the everyday routine of two Spiritism nuclei located in the city of Santa
Luzia, in Minas Gerais state. The objective of this procedure was to collect data
from informants, that is, of sick individuals who were submitted to a spiritual
treatment metonymically considered a religious therapeutics. The methodology
used included the analysis of reports, of the oral history in interviews and made
essentially with the aim of giving rise to the possibility of the readers’ constructing

meanings and concepts during the text reading.
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